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planning sessions, tutors students, and 
participates in her school’s algebra 1 
and geometry boot camps before and 
after school. 

I extend my sincere thanks and grati-
tude to Makeda for her dedication to 
helping her students succeed in mathe-
matics. I look forward to learning of 
her continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO HOLLIE CUNNINGHAM 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today 
I recognize Hollie Cunningham, the 
Marion County Teacher of the Year 
from West Port High School in Ocala, 
FL. 

After Hollie received the teacher of 
the year award at the Circle Square 
Cultural Center, she credited God with 
leading her on this journey. When she 
first started college, she was an edu-
cation major and contemplated earning 
degrees in teaching or nursing. One of 
her professors, Dr. Osteen, gave her ad-
vice she considered an impactful pearl 
of wisdom: Dr. Osteen advised her to 
become a nurse as she would always 
have the chance to teach. She earned 
her bachelor of science in nursing from 
Florida State University in 2002 and 
her master of science in family prac-
tice from the University of South Ala-
bama, College of Medicine in 2011. 

Hollie said she left the nursing pro-
fession because God put it on her heart 
to become a high school teacher as her 
students are worth the effort and sac-
rifice. Hollie teaches certified nursing 
assistant, electrocardiograph techni-
cian tech honors, health science foun-
dations II honor, and medical skills 
classes and is the department chair for 
the vocational department. 

She has the opportunity to instruct 
young students interested in nursing. 
She believes great teachers are always 
on call, like doctors and nurses, and 
that teaching is a gift, not a degree. 

I extend my sincere thanks and grati-
tude to Hollie for her medical work and 
dedication to teaching her students. I 
look forward to hearing of her contin-
ued success in the years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SARAH HALL 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today 
I am pleased to honor Sarah Hall, the 
Seminole County Teacher of the Year 
from Longwood Elementary School in 
Longwood, FL. 

In receiving this award, Sarah’s col-
leagues described her as an energetic 
and inspiring teacher who radiates 
positivity to her students each day. 
She believes every student should have 
the opportunity to learn, and she de-
votes time to assisting her colleagues. 

Sarah has been a teacher for 15 years 
and has made it her mission to build 
relationships with her students and 
their families by creating a literacy 
program, Roaring Readers: How to 
Train Your Cub. The program invites 
parents of kindergarten and first grad-
ers to the school each month for dis-

cussions on how they can better sup-
port their young readers at home. 

I extend my sincere thanks and grati-
tude to Sarah for her dedication. I look 
forward to learning of her continued 
success in the coming years.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SHANNON KRAELING 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today 
I honor Shannon Kraeling, the Brevard 
County Teacher of the Year from Eau 
Gallie High School in Melbourne, FL. 

Shannon enjoys showing her students 
how to use their imagination to create 
art and guides them through the learn-
ing experience. She loves teaching the 
concept that success comes from perse-
verance, reevaluation, revision, refine-
ment, and failure. Her greatest appre-
ciation is seeing her students’ pride 
when they master a skill with which 
they initially struggled. 

Shannon is responsible for developing 
and implementing a curriculum for her 
classes and organizes lessons, units, 
and daily activities as a model for 
teachers throughout the district. She 
also provides training to integrate fine 
arts into the curriculum and co-teach-
es a biology unit. 

Shannon has spent her 13-year teach-
ing career at Eau Gallie High School. 
She is the ceramics teacher and depart-
ment chair for the fine arts program. 
Shannon also mentors new teachers on 
classroom management and is a faculty 
member for the University of Phoenix, 
supervising local interns and teaching 
arts integration classes for its College 
of Education. 

I extend my deepest gratitude to 
Shannon for her work to help her stu-
dents succeed in school. I look forward 
to hearing of her continued work in the 
coming years.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOSEPH MALFARA 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today 
I am pleased to recognize Joseph 
Malfara, the Osceola County Teacher of 
the Year from Poinciana High School 
in Kissimmee, FL. 

Joseph challenges his students each 
day toward success. His influence on 
the school’s campus is seen with all 
students; from those considered at-risk 
to the highest achieving, they all note 
how tirelessly Joseph works to help 
them learn. 

Joseph is credited with implementing 
several teaching strategies that led to 
significant gains in his students’ per-
formance in class and on the SAT. In 
his classroom, 78 percent of students 
met their reading and writing gradua-
tion requirements, compared to 57 per-
cent for other classes. According to the 
school district, the average student 
scores increased from 442 to 476 in his 
content area for the SAT. They also 
saw an increase in the percentage of 
students meeting their concordance 
score after junior year, rising from 47 
to 73 percent in one year. 

Joseph is an English III, Honors, Ad-
vanced Placement English language 

and composition teacher. He also leads 
a mentorship group called Suit Up So-
ciety that is dedicated to mentoring 
young men who have grown up without 
a positive male influence and to help 
improve their lives academically, be-
haviorally, and socially. 

I would like to thank Joseph for the 
good work he has done for his students 
over the years. I extend my best wishes 
to him and look forward to hearing of 
his continued success.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NICOLE MOSBLECH 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today 
I recognize Nicole Mosblech, the Indian 
River County Teacher of the Year from 
Vero Beach High School in Vero Beach, 
FL. 

When named teacher of the year, Ni-
cole noted the amount of support, en-
thusiasm, encouragement, and love she 
received from her students and col-
leagues. 

Nicole has been an AP and Honors- 
level environmental science and honors 
chemistry teacher at Vero Beach High 
School since 2012. She educates stu-
dents to better serve the planet and is 
also the sponsor for the Green Team 
and the Q+ Acceptance Club. Earlier in 
her career, Nicole took a 5-year hiatus 
from teaching to earn a doctor of phi-
losophy degree from the Florida Insti-
tute of Technology. 

I express my sincere thanks and best 
wishes to Nicole for her work to edu-
cate her students in science. I look for-
ward to learning of her continued suc-
cess in the years ahead.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KRISTIN MURPHY 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today 
I recognize Kristin Murphy, the 
Broward County Teacher of the Year 
from Nova Middle School in Davie, FL. 

In Kristin’s classroom, being respect-
ful and never lying are the only two 
rules. She considered it a high honor to 
have been among her peers that were 
also nominated for this award. She was 
taken aback after learning of their 
backstories and the great strides they 
are achieving for their schools. 

Kristin has been at Nova Middle 
School for 3 years and teaches world 
history and pre-law. She has been an 
educator for more than 20 years. She 
credits the school with providing sev-
eral programs that present opportuni-
ties for students to improve their 
learning potential. In the law program, 
students work with the Public Safety 
Institute at Broward College to help fu-
ture police officers prepare to testify in 
their careers. 

I am thankful to Kristin for her dedi-
cation to teaching her students and 
look forward to hearing of her contin-
ued success in the years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SARAH PASION 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today 
I am pleased to recognize Sarah 
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